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seud ali tie aay or the United States 
government. When he rseeivad the 

‘news that his Stare had seceded frona tha 
Yederal Union, and believing that hia 
primary allegiance was due to his State, 
he resigned from the navy and tender 
ais services to the provisional govern- 
meut of ee Confederate States. They 

. Were uccepted and he was i 

(duty in 1861. pEanes ba 

It is not within the scope of this 
tribute to follow his eventful life through 
the four yearsof war between the aga- 
rione., But if may be truthfully said 
that in whatever position the fortune of 
war piaced him, he was equal toevery 
emergency, performing acts of valor ane. 
heroisn that are second to nonein the 
history ©! those eventful times. 

They Soustitute a part of that glorious 
renown achieved by southern prowess 
upon land and sea that we cherish with 
peculiar pride, and which we shalt 
transmit to Our oh.idren aa the daarest 
pact of their heritage, of which no maa 
And nu uation Of mon can ever depriye 
them. 

Resvived, That in the death of Capt. 
Read tie country has lost oneof ita 
purest patriots and noblest heroes, and 
one whose whole life was guidad by 
principles of honor and duty, and as 
such is worthy of imitation. 

Resolved further, That we tender to 
ais griet-stricken wife and family assur- 
auces of the sympathies of the members 
of this canip of Contederate veterana.. - 

Resoived further, That the secretary 
be iustructed to furnish bis widow with 
A properly engrossed copy of this tribute 
ind «that it be published in the elty 
papers, and also in the Jaukson Cierion- 
Ledger. 

After the adoption of the resolutions 
Dr. R. H. Whittield moved that Capt. 
Wit. Hardy make remarks on the life 
and character of Capt Read at the First 
Baptist church. © l 

The motion was adopted. On motion 
the cawp then adjourned. 

A Velegruum from Gen, Beauregard, 

Qu yesterday Mra. Capt. Read rece. ved 
the following telegram from Geo. G, T. 
Beauregard: 

NEW ORLSANA, Javeary 27. - 
Mrs, C. W. Read: a 
isytipath:za deeply in the death of 
your Dusvand, who was one of our Cor- 
fedlerule oaroes, 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


to. avenge his militant rela. 
* a a AR OO PA. 


LYEUT.0OM. CHAS. W.. BEAD. 


todi 
8,14 
Md. He spout “moe ate 
days in Jackson.“ While: me! 44 
worked in the olga of The’ Mi 
pian and with è nenber of 
among whom wan hig wuele, | 
‘Dotson, who during.“ the’ 
the Statea became. 
Mississippi Tafan, 
a member. of the 
edited a little par 
of: Young Americ In 


| ington and tendered his resignation and | 


‘having been taught at Annapolis that | 


the: navy ef-a gorerzment gf which | 
his State formed “tig. part,- | 
1861, he was ordered p J 
taim Rogseau at New- Orleans for daty j= 
on the Confederate. steamer McRea, in| 
command of Lieut T. R. Huger.: This 

vessel took part in- the naval engagó- | 
ment with Farragut’s fleeb in the river 

below New Orleans, and wag 80 dis- | 
abled that it sank mt the. wharf at 
New Orleans after landing ter crew, 
After the fail of New Orleans he re- 
ported for duty at Richmond, whence 
the seab of government had been re-. 
moved, and was assigned to duty. erect- 
ing batteries on the Potomac. Later 
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Death of Capt. Chas W. sead Yese 


terday Morning. 


A Gallant Officer of the Confederate 
Navy Passes Away. i 


Capt. (baras W. Read died at the 
eof Dr. ©, A. Rice, of the East Mls- 
sinalppi Insane Asylum, near Meridian, 
RL 2 o'clock yesterduy morning, sur- 
rounded by hia loying wife and devoved 
friends. 

Capt. Read, who resided in New Or- 
leang, has been iu bad ‘health Tor pome 
months; In fact, it was thought he had 
that fatal malady, Brights disease; and’ 
his physiolaps had “despaired of his ic, 

f oe rj . ad 
covery, Being .nu intimate personal 
friend of Dr. C. A. Rice, of the East Mis 
sissippi Insane Avyium, and having. 
groust confidence ia Dr. Rice's skill dna 
physician, Capt. Read came about" alx 
weeks ago to his father-in-lawa’ In this 
city, Hon. A. R. Carter,- so as tę bp eop- 
venient to Dr. Rice for treatment; . ‘Bev 
* Aller being treated for «'short time by 
Dr. Rice, dnd being improved by the 
treatment, he was !nepired with some 
hope of recovering, and” accepted -Dr. 
Rice's invitation to become his Sue. for, 
a short tline, which hedld, - «51. 

He oputlnuad to improve and became. 
lively and oheerful, and'was able to go 
ubout,and indeed wo great was hisim- 
provement under Dr. Rice’s trąatinqónt 
tbat be contemplated, retaraing’ td die f 
post of duty at New Orleans krygcfęw |: 
days. s AA SUH 
But about a week ago-ho was tj. 
with the prevalling influenteqhichwan| 
into pneumonie, and in hid entaahted+ 


© Olty of Dalian 
PO YGRSG] la thig paw Pa 
vee SCONE (Or Fonte hy Cook aOR ng, 


+ FSS Sane Dr; 


| Teceived by Capt 
od pt. 
i ind by bim elven th 


“On ; 
we iet p Sth of Jul 
` about 


|] Phases, at lagt yield 


f ty, Miseleai ppand haying earlydeValaped 


| where be completed his course gúd grade. 
„| to duty on the "U. B, War Sbty PPewhal- 


-ly, on the 18h, of sMarob," 


. | pie órew* 


that had ofig jtaced:dea 


. fondness for the sen, Bo wasap gted |, 
to. the Naval: “Açadeijy: at" Annapolis, |. 


uated with tstinotion, snd weasalyned. 


tan. When~he: fecalved news Athat, ‘his 
native State had pecoded; ae 


rar ot ae 


r. 


2 a 


“Florida,” and yhandtal't : ; 
with a single gunha ROŚ Howljzer—-: 
"he poldly atedręd'for:'the -Naw' Mągland: 
coast and scattered: the: merchapt ‘ships 
‘of the enemy like doypa, "When" pursued: 
by ethe, Eagle, “capturing, and. 

‘destroying over Steen.) loan this: 
| the MTooopay;'ka b 


sVonsel thar : 


almost nightly-by the lurid glare ofsome 
“burning vessel” But Tam Nawa oannat 
follow bis career through the: taur long 
years thal mark an epoch In. the world’s, 


| history. . ; 


His leat daring duced ‘was ‘taking “tho |. 
“Confederate Rani" Web froin sShieve-. , 
port, La.,. down. the. ryver, : ryaning 
through the Hpdęril Hevt,igs the mouth 
Fot Red rjver „and: thencą. on past the |; 
ganboate and ‘batteries. at. New Orleans |< 
with a ranning fight" śl] thó whiłą.witk |! 
superlor nuimbers and rezónroe.'.The 
detalla of this wondertnl “teat of daring 
would read like a temenga, but: „Taa 
News has not the pace to ulve theni: = 
Aftor the war Capt: Kena toqk service 
with m line of steamships plying be- 
tween New Orleans god Central. Amer- 


rleane, of 
bait pho tiie. 


' Oapt, Read! £wloe *marrlód, | 
firat wife waa Miss Roga ` Hall, a native. 
of Htnds county, Missi, -by when’ bathed 
three children,’ After har.dzath he was 
‘tome six years ago. Married to Misa No. 
braska Curteń a danghter of Hon. A, R, 
Qarlar, of this ‘city, of which’ marriage 
there is one child living, Tbrovgh all 
Oapt. Read’s sickness his devotdd wife; 
nursed him with a tendérges and deyo- | 
| tion that never flagged: for one moment, 
and today whilst ber Dnia haart Nena, 


— aj 
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Seamer 


_ |QAPT. READ'S PICTURE] 
y quenya to the Bethel to 


"+. , Upon Its Walls 


A. GQP of. Other of tha, 


"|"... World's Notables. 


"Donated by His Daughter 
hrongh Rev. Dr. Bussey. 

uont Heview of the Career of the 
Real Jones of the Confederacy. 


another sr interesting pictare presentation |. 
: ook: Place’ at the Benman’s Bethel last 


‘night „An unusually large audience wae 


wy 


At 


the ploture upon kho walla of the Bethel. 
‘ ao O. W. Busey D. D., pastor of the 
int oburch, deliv red 


reulndere of 


WS. Bate gon 


that the Beth 


M , 6, sald il they had the | 
Wipowsr ‘of apecoh thoy would unite in wel- 
coming among them. e nicture which was 
a by so much of interoet and 
obarm as that of Captain Read. He wont 
he life of the lamented eòl- 

He was 


„ahipinan just as the clouds began gathering, 
i whlch ważn. Wo Deul atori 


` HB WAS A SOUTHERNEE, 
Joved his native land, loved bis atata and 
deemed hinieeif lis servant, and so he yuve 
himself to the coufederasy. It would take 
too much of time to describe iu detull the 
etory of hie marvelous careor as a nallor on 
the Missiasippi river and tlen as the terror 
of the merolBnt marine on the ovant of the 
Atlantic, ending in hle dashing rush down 
suo ziver on the Webb. Hia whole Hre dur- 
ing that perlod oxewplińed the statement 
of that teuth is stronger thun fictivn. 
{+ The war over ho returucd to Now Orleans 
‘fend 6nilsted in the sorviog of a lino nouttlng 
-Shipa to the troplos and for so tine opi 
mabded-the City of Dallas. Twa yvare ayo, 
i] he was appointed harborjuaster of the port 
|) but elckuoss came ang on the 23th of Janu- 


ipjae s Those heaptiy uswered when 
4 Onog ba hoped that the men who gathered 
in barrdome and fuught the battles of the 
war would bo as brave If they were oom 
pelled to face danger. He was a then of rè] 
Sourges, perelstont and eager and waa 
AS BRAVA AS ANY MAN ; 
who ever trod a quarter-deok, heat? the |” 
boom of a cannon aud the din of battle. 

Hie was aitcotionate In the home, upright |' 
in all the relations of lifeand of Lim wigut 
kuly, be sald "to know him was to luve |: 

tn, 


Hin Inva was far tha naa TEA encatad Im 


EMEA pye PIN 1 
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g mę from. Cine 
A doloe AT 
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Univ. Lib., N. J. State Lib., Rutgers Univ. Lib., and 
the libraries of the Pa. Hist. Soc. and the Am. Anti- 
quarian Soc. ; Archives of the State of N. J., especially 
1 ser., vols, VII-X (1883-1886), XXIV-XXIX (1902- 
1907) ; Pa. Mag. of Hist. and Biog., July 1893, pp. 190— 
94; diary of Aaron Leaming, in lib. of Pa. Hist. Soc., 
Phila.) C.R W. 


READ, CHARLES WILLIAM (May 12, 
1840-Jan. 25, 1890), Confederate naval officer, 
was born in Yazoo County, Miss. Nothing is 
known of his parents or his childhood. He en- 
tered the United States Naval Academy in Sep- 
tember 1856, and was graduated in June 1860. 
He served as midshipman aboard the Pawnee 
and the Powhatan. When he received news of 
the secession of Mississippi he forwarded his 
resignation from Vera Cruz, Mexico, and re- 
turned to the United States in March 1861. He 
reported to the Confederate secretary of the navy, 
who appointed him an acting midshipman on 
Apr. 13. He was assigned to duty as sailing 
master on the cruiser McRae, which was shortly 
converted into a river gunboat with Read as ex- 
ecutive officer. In February 1862 he was pro- 
moted to be lieutenant-for-the-war. He partici- 
pated in the Ship Island expedition in July, in 
the successful night attack on the blockading 
squadron at the Head of the Passes in October, 
in the unsuccessful defense of Island No. 10, 
Tenn.; and New Madrid, Mo., and in the un- 
fortunate operations below New Orleans in 
March and April of the following year. Shortly 
after the attack began on Apr. 24, the captain 
was mortally wounded, and the command de- 
volved on Read, who fought the McRae with 
gallantry. After the débacle at New Orleans he 
was ordered to the squadron stationed below 
Fort Pillow, Tenn., being assigned first to a 
shore battery, then to the C.S.S. Arkansas. He 
commanded the stern gun division of this ram 
in her five brilliant engagements during July 
and August. He was next assigned to a shore 
battery at Port Hudson, La., and was promoted 
in October to the rank of second lieutenant in 
the Regular Navy. 

On account of his reputation for “gunnery, 
coolness and determination,” he was assigned to 
the cruiser Florida, then in Mobile harbor (E. 
M. Mafftt, post, p. 259). He remained with her 
from November 1862 until early the following 
May when Capt. John Newland Maffitt [q.v.] 
placed him in command of the prize brig Clarence 
(off Brazil), and ordered him to raid the coast 
of the United States. His crew consisted of one 
officer and twenty men, and his armament of one 
boat howitzer, which he supplemented by an im- 
posing battery of dummy guns made from spars. 
He took twenty-one prizes in as many days be- 


tween the latitude of Charleston, S. C., and Port- 
land, Me. Thirteen of them were burned, six 
bonded, and two recaptured. He transferred his 
flag, successively, to his fourth prize, the Tacony 
and his twentieth, the schooner Archer, In the 
last he sailed boldly into Portland harbor and 
captured the revenue cutter, Caleb Cushing, 
which was retaken a few hours later. During 
his consequent imprisonment at Fort Warren, 
on Jan. 6, 1864, he was promoted to the rank of 
first lieutenant of the Provisional Navy. He 
was exchanged in Virginia on Oct. 18, 1864, as- . 
signed to the command of Battery Wood below 
Richmond, and was detached to the command of 
the torpedo boat division of the James River 
Squadron in January 1865. Shortly before the 
evacuation of Richmond, he was ordered to 
Shreveport, La., to command the seagoing ram 
William H. Webb. Disguised as a Union cot- 
ton transport, he ran the gauntlet of the Federal 
fleet in the Mississippi River but just before 
gaining the sea he was blocked by the U.S.S. 
Richmond, Apr. 24, 1865. Read beached and 
fired his ship and escaped with his crew into the 
swamp where they were subsequently captured. 
He was again imprisoned at Fort Warren, be- 
ing released the following July. 

After the war he went into the merchant serv- 
ice as an owner-captain and in the róle of ship 
broker supplied the Republic of Colombia with 
a gunboat. He later became a Mississippi Rivet 
bar pilot and one. of the harbor masters of the 
port of New Orleans. He died at Meridian. 
Miss., after a painful illness which he bore with 
an unflinching courage characteristic of the 
mild-mannered young naval officer whose bril- 
liant record was unsurpassed by any other oi- 
ficer of his rank in either the Union or Confed- 
erate Navies. 


[C. W. Read, “Reminiscences of the Confed. States 
Navy,” South. Hist. Soc. Papers, May 1876; Regter 
of the Officers of the Confed. States Navy (1931); "a 
of the Rebellion: Official Records (Navy), 1 36r. Y 
I, II; J. T. Scharf, Hist. of the Confed. States Nes 
(1887); E. M. Maffitt, The Life and Seruces of J 
Newland Maffitt (1906) ; Clarence Hale, “The ees 
of the ‘Caleb Cushing, ” Me. Hist. Soc. Colls., 3 6° 
voL I (1904); J. D. Hill, “Charles W. Read. Conteh 
erate von Lickner,” South Atlantic Quart., Oct. 19%: 
E. H. Browne, “The Cruise of the Clarence—Tacosr™ 


Archer," Md. Hist. Mag., Mar. 1915.] W. M. Rn JE 


READ, DANIEL (Nov. 16, 1757-Dec. % 
1836), musician, the son of Daniel and 2 
(White) Read, was born in Rehoboth. on 
called Attleboro, Mass., and died in New Ha 
Conn. He was a descendant in the fou ea 
ration from John Read, who emigrated shee a 
rope about 1630. During the Revolutionary 

he served for short periods in Sullivans 
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*TMEN2®-OF THE NAVY 
UNIT a STATES NAVAL ACADEMY 


DEF 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21402 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, 5300 


> 


DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21402 


13 April 1987 


Mr. John Read Maynard 
532 Continental Court 
Pasadena, CA 91103 


Dear Mr. Maynard: 


Thank you for your recent letter in which you request information 
about your great grandfather, Charles William Read, U. S. Naval 
Academy Class of 1860. 


about Charles Read's 


Our records do not contain information 
M. L. Read 


ancestry, but his "parent/guardian" is shown as Mrs. 
from Jackson, Mississippi. 


Other information relating to Charles Read is as follows: 

Appointed from Mississippi on 20 September 1856 at 
the age of 16 years and 4 months 

Graduated and appointed midshipman 15 June 1860 
Attached to Steam Sloop Powhatan 
Resigned 4 February 1861 
Became Lieutenant CSN 
Died 20 January 1890 Meridian, Mississippi 


Enclosed is a photo copy of a page from the 1860 Naval Academy 
Register which shows his class standing at the time of graduation. 


I regret that we do not have information relating to his ancestry 
but hope that the above will be of interest. 


Sincerely, = 


PZŁ: ZA: 2250 
Jane H. Price (Mrs.) 
i Assistant Archivist 
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OUR HERITAGE, McCOMB, MISSISSIPPI, SEPTEMBER 1928 
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marnage to Witham: Read. moved to 
Jackson soon after the death of her 
husband which occurred in Sacra- 
mento City. Califorma. He with many 
tther Mississippians had joined the 
“ecld rush” of 1849, but died = soon 
after reaching the gold fields. Charles 
"was the oldest of five children. four 
boys and cne girl, youngest being an 
infant.. 

„He leamed the printer's trade in 
vacations and in the afternoons when 
:choał was over, in the office of The 
MISU ppan. ASSCCiDUENE 
with a number uf other bors in the 
cffice and about town he established 
"x Ette paper called “Scraps of Young 
America. and he was. et one ume 
115 editor. 
in this pesiticn. 


Historian’s Page 


MISS MARY RATLIFF 
Historian | 


U. D. C. YEAR BOOK—1928-29 


16thb—FOLUNDER'S 
f DAY ; 

“The Wemen of the Confederacy 
Whose pious ministrations to our 
wounded soldiers, f 
Soothed the last hours of those, 
Who died. far from the objecis of 

their love; 
Whose domestic labors 
Contributed much to supply the wants 
cf our defenders in the fields: 
Whose zealcus faith in our cause 
Shone. a euiding Star. undimmed by 


SEPTEMBER 


cf "The Vicksburg Sun. «this paper 
darkest clouds of war; being noted for its fighung editurs? 
Whose fortitude . iwho came up to Jackson with the in- 
Sustained them under all privations tention cf calling him to account. 
to which they were subjected; | He attended an amateur perform-, 
Whose annual tribute | once given by 
Expresses their -enduring grief, dove, cf which Read was a member. in: 
and reverence; and ccmpany with a friend who told him: 
. Whose patriotism ; ee he knew Read and would point; 
Will teach their children him out w him at the play. '-. 
To emulate the deeds of our ilus- The play was Black Eved Susan and 
trious sires.” -. í Read took the part of a sailor boy, 
LF and when he appeared on the stage 
in his sailor suit he was pointed out 
to the editor of “Scraps of Young 
, America.” He was about 15 years old 
and small for his age. The editor of 


—Jel Terson Davis 


. Time of E 
Hostess : 
Leader 


` ¢ 


“When my Mother Retigeed.” " June; ‘the Sun was very much chagrined 


‘and said, he wis lokoing for a man, 
that he did not come to Jackson to 
‘fight a boy. In 1856 he received the 
Popointment as cadet to the U. S. 
convention, June Heritage. Nevgl Acedemv at Annapolis, throvgh 

Foreword in 1928-29 year book. Hon. O. R. Singleton. member of 

Echoes from Dixie. Noble and No- _Congress from his district. He grad- 
ble. 76, Sth Ave. New York. ‘uated in 1860 and at the time that 

Price $1.00. * Mississippi seceded he was on board 

‘the U. 5. warship “Powhatan,” then 

OCTOBER *0th—J. Z. GEORGE DAY „Statłoned at Vera Cruz. Mexico. With 
“Sorrow and pain and anger a number of 
Hatred and death are fled cers from the South he determined to 
Ii is ony Glory legers: q Teign at once and 
With the great immortal dead: sippi, but was persuaded by the com- 
Par they knew Retest: shat eer 

cost 
Could never mean that their cause’ 

was lost.” 

Tune of Meeting 

"- Hostess 

Leader 

Captain Charles Read of the Con- 
federate Navy, September Heritage. : 

Sang —"Dixie Land.” ; : from Echoes: 
from Dixie. . 

Mississippians in artillery service int 
„Virginia. September Heritage. . 

Qualifications for artillery service.'tieutenant in the Confederate States 
September Heritage. | Navy. 


Heritage. 

Song—“Take Me Home,” from book, : 
" Echoes from Dixie. 
Historian's report to the u. D. C. 


‘ship reache@ New York far which 
point it was under orders to sail. 
I 
“mediately to Washington and after 
' paying his respects to President Lin- 
‘eoln, tendered his resignation to the 
„Secretary of the Navy and started 
: South. 

He reported to the Secretary of the 
‘Confederate Navy :at Montgomery. 
| Ala. and was put on waiting orders. 


hiset. cf 


The bovs took time about. 
In cne ef bis arti- 
cles he arcused the ire cf the editor. 


"The Thespian Society.” : 


other cadets and effi- 
return to Missis- _ 


it mander to remain on board till the” 


On reaching New York he went im-. 


“to remain idle when this duty was 
performed. He was ordered to report 
to Commodore Pickney near Fn- 
Pillow. Commodore Pickney gave Lt. 
Read cummand of two heavy gun: 
mounted on a bluff four miles below 

Ror olph, | 

After a. short service ne received 
crders to dismount his guns end shin 
them vp White river te Iievt. Fry 
his he "25 uent ts Wiest t 
re"rui men fer Picknev's heats, “0> 
the receipt of the news cf the fa'l 
tf Por Plow all the river craft xere 
taken up the Yazoo river fer their 
m uen., Hero the Ram Arkansa' 
wes fitted up zs an iren clad. having 
been covered with railrozd iron. Lt 
J. N. Brown was put in c- mmand 
and Lt. Read was riven charge cf the 
stern battery rf two gunes, 

When the ram was reańv for sery- 
„ice Lt Brown consulied Generał Van 
"Dorn then in command cf the de- 
fense of Vickburg. as to the Part that 
the Ram Arkansas should undertake. 
“fent Rond was charged with the 
tack of Ao ak and als» to recon- 
poe ‘tre the p's ‘cI the enemy's 


t 


fleet about Vickburg. The young of-: 


ficer rede all meht horse back. reach- 
-ing Vicksburg. a distance of fifty 
mes. early in the morning. 
l; The orders that he received from 
General Van Dorn were to run by the 
Federal gunboats above 
also the Brookin and Morten 
Schooners below, then to proceed: 
down the river and destroy any stray ` 
vessels of the enemy in the journey. 
He was to coal the ship at New Or- 
leans. pass Forts Jackson and Phillip. 
at night and proceed to Mobile Bav 
and raise the blockade. The work of 
the “Ram Arkansas” is a matter of © 
history and its brief but glorious 
career is known to most Mississipians 
who have taken anv interest in the 
events of those stirring times when 
so many heroes were being revealed. 
Not the least among whom was this 
boy lieutenant. 
After the sinking òf the Rant. Lt.. 
Read was ordered to the steamer 
getting to sea again he lost no time 
in reporting on board ship. The gal- 
-lant fight made by the Florida: runa 
ning the biockade to Mobile Bay: 
passing under the guns of three Fed- 
‘eral ships at close range: receiving, 
two shells through her body: having. 
„her rigging cut up; two of her crew. 
killed and seven wounded is also a 
matter of history. : 

On the 15th of January 1863 ` she; 


[blockading fleet had been strength- 
ened she was pursued by the Gunboat 


Vicksburg, 


| 


"having received his commission as!made her way to sea although the Ship under the British flag til he * 
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single six pound gun “they were trans- 
ferred to the “Clarence” and were 
soon alone on the high seas. Capt. 
Read now being master ot ali he sur- 
veyed. began his famous career up 
the Atlantke coast, the incdents of 
which sound much like fiction. During 
their cruise twenty-seven of the 
enemy's vessels arre captured and 
destroyed or bonded. The crew and- 
the one gun were transferred to the 
“Tacony.” une of the prizes and after 
a Varied experience. during which 
they came near being captured by a 
Federal gunboat. he transferred his 
crew to the “Archer.” another pnze 
in order to deceive the enemy who 
knew that the Tacony had been cap- 
tured and converted into” a “rebel 
privateer.” He then ran into the 
harber of Portland. Maine. sank the 
Archer and captured the Caleb Cush- . 
ing. lying anchor in the harbor 
and took her out to sea. The Caleb 
Cushing being m Sailing ship. was 


x. 


overtaken the next day by a steamer. i 


with infantry and artillery aboard 
'and after smking her by cutting a 


hole in the bottom and setting fire . = 


to her at the same time. Capt. Read . 
and crew got into smal boats and 
, Surrendered to the enemy. Read and 
crew would have been hung as pirates . 
by the people of Portland had it mot -- 
been for naval officers who had been: 
clasmates of his. ' 


SR Read was taken to Fort. Wa: 


tery of Ray artillery an the ae” 


river below Richmond. ‘Note) He 


by engaged in a daring expedition 
nd during this me—in the win- 


ter 1864-5, but I havent access to : 


pa containing an account of it. 
His last adventure, „during the war, 


was in April 1865 When he under- ` -3 


took to run the "Webb" from Alex-, 
andria on Red river down the Mis-- 
sissippi and out to sea. A full ac-. 
ccunt of which is given by Lieut: 
‘WoL ma: m Suis ii 


Florida. Dehghted at the thought of: 


‘could. not get service at sea ue p 


‘the United States (lag, ‘was conet. 
pelled to be idle for ‘several months 
and he spent the time m the country . 
amongst his relatives and friends. In - 
‘October 1865 he sailed frónr Havana - 
jfor Liverpool where he secured the 
position as ` master of mercantile | 


jreceived his pardon—you know’ it 
leas bard ior jazie ALE 


ba... 


Ka 
tp 
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General Historical study—Confeder- | He had not long to watt. “spending |-R. R. Cuyler.” The Florida destroy- | don a man whom it rgearded. as $- 
ate officers formerly in the United | nfs time with. his mother, who was;ed fourteen prizes and bonded three „rebel who had destroyed as much . 
States army—Paper by Chapter Mem-iat that time making her home at!while Lieut. Read was connected with | Property as he had, even going into 
ber. . iRaymond, Miss. It was during thisiher, One of the captures was the one of the New England porta for 

The Warren Light Artillery, Sep Í time that he won the affection oliclipper ship “Jacob Bell” from Foo'some of it. . 
tember Heritage. Miss Rosa Hall. whom he married in|Choo, China for New York. Vessel; Capt. Read continued to command 

. i November, 1867, after an engagementiand cargo were valued at $1.500,000, Ships till a few years before his death, ` 
|. |instimg more than six years. ithe most valuable single prize taken he was appointed by the governor of . 
| 


His first assignment to duty was on j by any Confederate schooner. One; i Louisiana, president: of the Board = 
ithe “McCrea. balonie to a fleet on'night while walking the deck with: syty Masters at New Orirans. i 
i * Withers’ First Light Artillery, Octo- the Mississippi river. He took part | Cammander Moffitt. he 

, 
^ 3 SODE—"AL Quiet Along the Potomac |] 
`, Tonight.” Echoes from. Dixie. | 
skiej Arkansas, October seriz wounded and he ‘was Niej be of no possible service to the Con-! 
DENR ary wo of the ship. The naval jfederacy. he would resign. return to. ' MISSIISSIPPIANS IN ARTILLERY: 
ee zę R > Memory of the Building ' engagement is a matter of history. the South and łoin the army. So. | SERVICE IN bd daar ae GE 20 
odb ARA, October. Heri- ty. Licut. Read succeeced in landing the; after a long talk the. . commander ' — 
tage Š i wounded of his and several other tagreee to give him the first: small; Extracts ran Four years ‘under 
Ceneral Historical Study—Storles of ships at the wharf at NewOrleans, t«-j vessel he captured and all ow him, to a Robert. e: Robert zeza 
Paithful Servants—Paper by’ Chee ‘fore his vessel which Had. been badiy igo ashore. : 
Member. "łerippied in the engagement.‘ went. Very soon after this’ ‘thes captured |. "erni Misisippi Brigade “oft eins 
= ,down. He escaped from the city andthe Brig Clarence from Rio" -Janeiro |fantry consisting of the “Thirteenth, * 
went at oncé to Richmond _ to which for Baltimore. Lieut. Read reminded, 'Seventeeth. Eighteenth and Twenty- 
Confederate capital had the commander of his promise and ‘first regiments. was in many respects’ 
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"CAPTAIN CHARLES READ OF „rne 


a 
y 


„_ CONFEDERATE Navy.. 'place the 
i j been moved and reported to the Sec- 
‘retary of Navy, He was then assigned 
‘to duty on the Potomac where hb as- 
sisted in erecting batteries for the 
blockade of the river. 


re By His Brotber Joe Read : 
$ Captain Charles Read ‘was ‘called byi 
` some, “The Paul Jones ‘of the Con-; 
© federate Navy.” “He was | 
- > Yazoo County. Mississippi. - May 12. ang larger vessels. and 
` 1839, but when ‘quite young his; passed night and day—yet four pow. 
_ parents moved to the Downing place’ erful batteries were constructed 
Dear Edwards. Miss His mother, who; the very river's edge. %3 > 0% 
Was... Miss Maria. Dotson, „before , her] _ Such, a lieutenant was not Alonen 
a . D TNA 


oy 


“The river was: 
IM. riridly patrolled by Federal gunboats. 
transports | 


was highly elated when he told the ‘the finest body of men I- ever saw... 
First Lieut. to call hands to muster: AS a body they were very youns men ; W 
on deck and ask for volunteers to go jand brim fult of irrepressible.. enthuse (2.0 4 
‘with him. The ‘entire crew xotun- ; gem equally ready\Jor’ play and for: ba pł 
teered. He selected sixteen men. Ofifiche The tabgh. the song. the shout,” å 
this number. Billups had been master tke yell of the rebel charge burst ine ` : 
‘of a merchant ship. Pride was the diiferently irom their lips. but in any 
 qtantergunner. Mathewsón ‘one of und every case the volume ot” oun 

at the Boatswain mates and Broxn an A "tremendous, ` = - omy, r ME 
engineer * who was an idler aboard: 1 knew „aimóst every ima ine 

„ot. these 1 be, „made, me dee onei a ana gro T re So 
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On May 6, 1863 (when Stonewall Jackson was dying 
of the wounds he had received at Chancellorsville), 
the Florida, while cruising off the coast of Brazil, 
captured the brig Clarence, bound from Rio to Balti- 
more. Lieutenant Charles W. Read, the twenty-three- 
year-old officer whom Maffitt had asked for because 
of his remarkable combat career on the Mississippi, 
thought that the Clarence could enter Chesapeake 
Bay because she had clearance papers for Baltimore. 
He asked for the brig and got her. With a boat howitzer, 
some small arms, 21 men, and a commission issued 
by Maffitt to operate as a Confederate raider, he 
sailed north along the outer rim of the West Indies. 

The Clarence was too slow to overtake the first 
ships Read sighted. He did not make his first capture 
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© «THE MOST BRILLIANT 
- DAREDEVIL CRUISE OF THE WAR” 


until June« 6, when he took and burned the bark 
Windward. He then captured two other ships. From 


newspapers found aboard them and from his prisoners 
he learned that the entrance to Cheaspeake Bay was _ 
too closeły guarded for him to get through. He de- | 


cided to run ałong the coast instead. 


On June 12 he captured the bark Tacony near ` 
Cape Henry and decided to use her as a raider be: -— 
cause she was a better sailor than the Clarence. Be- w 
fore he could move his men and equipment, the — 


schooner M. A. Shindler came along. Read quickly 
captured her and then started to transfer his crew 


and the howitzer to the Tacony. While the deck gun. > 
was being taken from one ship to the other, another - . 
schooner, the Kate Stewart came in sight. Read had — 


nothing to threaten her with except a dummy wooden 
cannon on deck of the Clarence, put there to give the 


brig a more warlike appearance. The ruse worked, 


and the captain of the Kate Stewart surrendered 
without realizing how easily he had been gulled. 


Read then burned the Clarence and the M. A. Shin- 


dler, bonded the Kate Stewart, and sent her off with 


all the prisoners he had taken. Between June 12 and 


June 24 he captured 14 more ships. ; 
Meanwhile, the captain of the Tacony, who had 


reached shore on the Kate Stewart, hurried by train. 


to Philadelphia to tell the owners of the second vessel 
what had happened. They promptly sent an indignant 
message to Secretary Welles. 

Welles sent out ship after ship until all available 
naval vessels were hunting for Read. Commercial 
steamers and sailing ships were chartered and hurried 
to sea with orders to stop everything afloat and make 
a careful search. The Federal fleet rapidly picked up 
some of the ships Read had bonded and turned loose, 
so it was fairly well informed of his movements. But 
he was always one jump ahead of them. 

His pursuers did not know that Read’s single how- 
itzer had run out of ammunition. When he captured 
the schooner Archer off the Maine coast on June 24 
he had exhausted all his shot and powder. He de- 
cided to burn the Tacony and use the Archer. 

He turned toward the shore and made Portland 
light on June 26. Near there, he picked up two local 
fishermen who thought the schooner was a pleasure 
vessel and offered to guide her into the harbor. They 
told Read that the revenue cutter Caleb Cushing and 
a New York passenger steamer were lying at the 
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docks. The ambitious young lieutenant wanted to seize 
them both. He had brought along an engineer from 
the Florida for just such a chance. 

(At this time, Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia 
was in Pennsylvania, spread out in a wide semicircle 
from Chambersburg to Harrisburg, while the Union 
Army was hurrying north. On July 1 they were to 
meet at Gettysburg.) 

Read boldly sailed past the forts guarding the en- 
trance to Portland Harbor and anchored in full view 
of the city. When he spoke to his engineer, he found 
him doubtful about being able to start the steamer’s 
engines. Anyway, it would take time to get steam up, 
and Read knew he could not afford to wait several 
hours. He decided instead to cut out the revenue cut- 
ter Caleb Cushing, a well-armed sailing ship. With 
her eight guns he felt that he could fight his way 
through anything. Once at sea, he would not be de- 
pendent upon getting coal, which was hard for a 
hunted ship to obtain. 

Shortly after midnight, two boats rowed by muffled 
oars and carrying men armed with revolvers and cut- 

. lasses moved silently across the water to the wharf 
where the Caleb Cushing was tied up. Most of the 
crew and all but one of the officers were at home 
asleep. A landing boom projecting from the side made 
boarding easy. Two men on deck were quickly sub- 
dued; then some of the Confederates dashed below, 
where a display of cutlasses enabled them to put irons 
on a lieutenant and eight or ten sailors. They lost 
time getting away from the dock because the cable 
could not be slipped. Worse ‘still, the tide was coming 
in and the wind was dying down. 

_ The Archer, with three of Read’s men, had gone 
ahead. By the time he reached the forts at the harbor 

entrance the sun was rising. And the desperately 
needed wind was so slight that it did not even fill the 
sails. 

A search of the presumably well-equipped Caleb 
Cushing turned up only five projectiles for the pivot 
gun. And there was hardly any gunpowder. More 
ammunition was certainly on board, but the captured 
Yankees, even under threats, refused to say where it 
was. 

Two steamers with fieldpieces lashed on deck, and 
accompanied by three tugboats, were seen coming 
out of the harbor manned by volunteer crews. They 
headed straight for the becalmed revenue cutter. 

Read’s first shot went straight at the leading steamer. 

_ It ricocheted over the water but fell short. The steamer 

«kept advancing. Read had the pivot gun fired again; 

+ “again the shot fell short. He used ali five projectiles 

~ hoping to scare off his pursuers. But they kept steadily 
coming on. When they got closer, Read ordered the 
© gun to be loaded with scrap iron. The cannon made 


a loud noise, but the iron did not go very far. 

One steamer looked as if she was going to ram 
them. Read hastily ordered everyone to take to the 
boats, and had the Caleb Cushing set on fire. White 
handkerchiefs were used as flags of truce as the two 
boats were rowed toward the nearest steamer. Soon 
after Read and his men surrendered and were taken 
on board, flames reached the revenue cutter’s well- 
concealed magazine. She blew up with a great roar, 
scattering timbers over the water. 

The captured Confederates were sent to Fort War- 
ren in Boston Harbor. Read, whose exploit naval 
historian Richard S. West calls “the most brilliant 
daredevil cruise of the war,” was exchanged in Octo- 
ber 1864. He then served on the James River squad- 
ron. His last command was the ram William H. Webb, 
which he ran down the Mississippi in an effort to 
escape to the Gulf. He almost made it, but was headed 
off by the USS Richmond. He burned his ship before 
being captured. It was then April 26, 1865, seventeen 
days after Appomattox. 


The U.S. revenue cutter Caleb Cushing just before she 
blew up. 
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The spring of 1865 was not the brightest season in the life of the Confederacy. 
General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was stretched to the breaking 


point around Richmond and Petersburg. After checking Sherman’s “B ummers” briefly 
in March at Bentonville, N.C., General Johnston was desperately trying to pull the 
remnants of the Army of Tennessee together to stop him. Sheridan had laid waste to 
the Shenandoah Valley and the South’s last port east of the Mississippi, Wilmington, 


N.C. had fallen. 


On a smaller scale, but no less important to those involved, 
Lieutenant Charles W. “Savez” Read, CSN, had just returned 
from his abortive mission along the James River. (“Sevez” 
was the only word of French he was able to learn at the ULS. 
Naval Academy, hence his nickname.) Lieutenant Read, a 
native of Yazoo, Mississippi, had seen his share of fighting 
in these last tumultuous four years of war. He had been sec- 
ond in command of the C.S.S. McRae during engagements in 
the upper Mississippi River around Island Number 10 early 
in the war, and took command of the McRae at the Battle of 
New Orleans in April of 1862 when his captain, T. B. Huger, 
was mortally wounded. Positioning his ship in the middle of 
the channel, Read fought Farragut’s fleet 
on both sides until the McRae was liter- 
ally shot through like a sieve. Read’s next 
exploit was aboard the Confederate Iron- 
clad C.S.S. Arkansas as it made its mad 
dash down the Mississippi. Showing his 
skill as a gunnery officer, Read got in many 
a telling shot from his two six-inch stern 
rifles as the Arkansas steamed through the BR 
middle of the Federal fleets. Later, afier iza 
the loss of the Arkansas, “Savez” reported 
"a November 4th to John Newland Maffitt 

Mobile, Alabama for service on the 
C.S.S. Florida. Maffitt, who had run the 
Florida through the blockade into Mobile 
on September 4, 1862, now had her re- 
paired and refitted and was impatiently 
awaiting an opportunity to put to sea. Fi- 
nally, on the dark cold night of January 
16, 1863, with heavy rain showers and a 


fierce north wind blowin g, the Florida streaked past the Yan- 
kee blockaders and began her destructive cruise in the South 
Atlantic. In May, Read began a cruise of his own using one 
of the Florida’s prizes as a commerce raider. After capturing 
twenty-one enemy vessels along the U. S. east coast, he sailed 
boldly into the harbor at Portland, Maine on the night of June 
26, 1863, in an attempt to capture the U. S. Revenue Cutter 
Caleb Cushing. Boarding the cutter in the wee hours of the 
morning, Read sailed her twenty miles out to sea before be- 
ing overtaken where he and his crew were forced to surren- 
der. Thrown into prison at Fort Warren in Boston, Read later 
escaped, was recaptured and finally on October 14, 1864, 
was exchanged. 

By the beginning of 1865, “Savez” 
was in command of a squadron of torpedo 
boats on the river below Richmond. He 
had devised a plan in February to trans- 
port whale boats overland and behind the 
Union Army to a point below the huge 
supply base at City Point, Va. There they 
planned on capturing as many enemy tugs 
as possible, affixing torpedos to the bow 
of each, and steaming up the James River, 
attacking the Federal base from the rear. 
At the same time, the Confederate James 
River Squadron would attack down the 
Stream. ‘Taking one hundred twenty sail- 
ors and marines, they arrived within a few 
miles of their objective ina blinding snow 
and sleet storm, only to learn that a de- 
serter had informed the Yankees of their 
mission and a trap was heine cet for them 


Retracing their steps, Read success- 
fully brought his entire command 
back intact, reaching Confederate 
lines on February 13th. Not a man, 
wagon, boat, or mule was lost, but 
at least seventy-five men of his ex- 
pedition wound up in the hospital 
suffering due to the bitter cold from 
exposure. The Confederacy’s heart 
still beat, however, and as the month 
of March approached, Lieutenant 
Read had another idea. 

Read took his plan directly to 
the Secretary of the Navy, Stephen 
R. Mallory, Read explained, lying at 
Shreveport, La, on the Red River 
three hundred fifty miles above New 
Orleans, was the Confederate ram 
CSS Webb. Read proposed to take the ram down the Red 
River, run the blockade at the mouth of the river and proceed 
on down the Mississippi. Of course the Mississippi would 
be awash in Yankee gunboats, but if by the use of stealth and 
disguise they could get by them and reach the mouth of the 
river below New Orleans, he would then proceed to sea in 
the Webb and capture the Federal gunboat USS Pampero. 
The Pampero was a 1,375 ton warship mounting four guns, 
which was engaged in guarding one of the channels leading 
to the Gulf of Mexico. Once the Pampero was in his hands, 
Read would then turn her into a commerce raider, proceed to 
Havana, Cuba to replenish her supplies, and then run the 
blockade back into Galveston Texas, capturing and burning 
.. what Yankee ships he might come across on the way! If the 

' Pampero was not captured, he would continue on in the Webb, 
using her as a commerce raider. Either way, it was a daring 
and formable undertaking to say the least. 

Aware of all the brave exploits in which this young navy 
lieutenant had been involved during the war, Mallory prob- 
ably felt that if anyone could accomplish such a mission it 
would be Read, and so gave his approval. Taking a few se- 
lect officers from the James River Squadron, Read left Rich- 
mond in mid-March for Shreveport, La. Traveling from Vir- 
ginia to Louisiana in March of 1865 must have been an ad- 


venture in itself! Not only was the 
Confederacy crawling with Yankee 
troops, but that grandfather of riv- 
ers, the mighty Mississippi, which 
they would have to cross, had effec- 
lively been closed by patrolling Fed- 
eral gunboats. Showing that “travel” 
in the Confederacy was still pos- 
sible, 

Read and his naval party arrived 
in Shreveport in late March. Report- 
ing with his sealed orders from 
Mallory to Lieut. Jonathan H. Carter, 
commander of the Red River De- 
fenses, Lieut. Read was given com- 
mand of the Webb on March 3 Ist. 

The Webb was still in fine con- 
dition, but lacked guns and a crew. 
Known as the William H. Webb, she had been built in New 
York several years prior to the war and was used there asa 
tow boat, and as an ice breaker in the winter. Just prior to the 
outbreak of war, the Webb was purchased by a group of New 
Orleans merchants who used her, because of her powerful 
engines, for towing heavily laden ships into and out of the 
harbor. She was a little over two hundred feet long and 
weighed approximately 655 tons. Her powerful steam en- 
gines were of the low pressure type and her huge sidewheels 
measured thirty-five feet high. When war broke out she was 
seized at New Orleans by Confederate authorities, and due 
to her great strength, converted into aram and gunboat, Heavy 
solid timbers were placed inside her bow running aft about 
thirty feet where they were bolted together. A thirty-two inch 
muzzle-loaded swivel rifle was placed on her foredeck and 
two twelve pounder howitzers placed on the stern. In addi- 
tion, two “Quaker” guns (fake guns made of wood and painted 
black) were fabricated and one placed on each side. In May,, 
1861, the Webb seized three Northern vessels off the mouth 
of the Mississippi and made prizes of them, sending them 
with their cargo into New Orleans. Once the Federal block- 
ade was in place, however, her privateering days were over. 

Upon the evacuation of New Orleans in 1862, the Webb 
was taken up the Red River to avoid capture. In February of 
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1863, she descended the river to its juncture with the Missis- 
sippi, and in consort with the captured Queen of the West and 
two other Confederate vessels, attacked the Union ironclad 
Indianola. Ramming the Indianola several limes, the Fed- 
eral commander was forced to run his ship on shore to keep 
from sinking and surrendered the ironclad along with ils crew 
of one hundred men, After this action the Webb was taken 
back and stationed at Shreveport, La., where she became part 
of the Red River Defense Fleet which guarded against Yan- 
kee excursions up the river. Now the Webb was about to 
embark on her most daring, and last, journey, 

Read set out feverishly getting the Webb ready. In a re- 
port to Secretary Mallory the day before leaving on the ex- 
pedition, Read reported that when he took command the Webb 
was missing her guns and most of her crew. 

Kirby Smith came to his aid and provided, in addition to 
small-arms, a thirty pounder Parrott rifle for the bow pivot 
and two small twelve pounders for the stern. A rough bulwork 
was built around her forecastle to protect her as much as pos- 
sible from the sea. She was moved down the river to Alexan- 
dria where one hundred ninety bales of cotton were placed 
on board. These were stacked around her pilot house and 
machinery to provide some protection against enemy fire. 

A one day’s supply of coal, all that could be obtained, 
was loaded aboard. Two hundred fifty tons of pine knots and 
a large amount of resin, were hauled on board which, when 
added to her fires, would increase her speed. Water and a 
month's rations were placed on board and she was given a 
dirty “white-washing” which would make her more difficult 
lo see at night. William Biggio and James Kelly were both 
made Quartermasters, and the rest of the crew was made up 
of volunteers from the Red River Defense Fleet and Army 
troops from General E. Kirby Smith’s command. 


Meanwhile, the Federal Navy had gotten wind of the 
proposed expedition of the Webb and to prevent her escape, 
dispatched the monitor Manhattan and the ironclads Lafayette 
and Choctaw to reinforce the gunboats guarding the mouth 
of the Red River. Arranging for General Thomas to cut the 
telegraph wires along the the Mississippi as far down as 
Plaquemine by 8:00pm that evening [evidently, this did not 
happen], Read cast off the Webb's lines at 4:00am on the 
morning of April 23, 1865, and proceeded down river. About 
forty miles below Alexandria, they stopped at Coot’s Land- 
ing to take on board two hundred fifty cords of wood, and to 
fasten a thirty-five foot spar torpedo to her bow. This was to 
be used against one of the blockading ships if it became nec- 
essary. Continuing on slowly, Read timed the Webb's speed 
So as to reach the Yankee blockade at the mouth of the Red 
River after dark on the 23rd. William Biggio wrote after- 
wards: 

In front of the Webb, only a few hundred yards dis- 
tant, lay the Federal fleet of about six vessels. It was a 
little after eight o'clock in the evening on a Starlit night 
in April when we first descried the enemy's vessels. All 
of our lights were concealed and we were running very 
slowly in order not to make much noise. We approached 
close enough to distinguish every vessel and were within 
five hundred yards of them before they discovered us. 
I was at the wheel and we had slowed up the vessel as 
much as possible preparatory to making the final run of 
the gantlet. The steam in the engines was very high, and 
the engineer called to the captain that he could not stand 
it much longer without blowing the vessel up. At this mo- 
ment a rocket went up from the Federal fleet, and we 
knew that we had been discovered. Captain Read then 
yelled, ‘Let her go!’ and I rang the fast bell. The engi- 


neer threw the throttle wide open, and the Webb fairly leaped and trembled. ‘Keep her 
for the biggest opening between them!’ shouted the captain, and I did as commanded. 
By this time every whistle of the fleet was screaming, drums were beating, rockets were 
going up, and it seemed as if the very devil was to pay. I kept the Webb straight on her 
course, however, headed for the biggest opening, and before a gun was fired we had 
passed the blockade and had turned the bend and were making down the Mississippi 
River. We had run the gantlet and were now ‘between the devil and the deep blue sea’. 
After we had gone down the river some distance the Manhattan fired a few shots, but 
did us no harm. Passing out of (the) Red River, and through the very jaws of death, it 
was only to encounter new and greater dangers before the Gulf could be reached. 


Greater and more serious dangers did indeed still lie ahead! 

Leaving behind the Federal monitor Lafayette, which had started in pursuit, the Webb’s 
speed was slackened and she steamed along easily with the current. The Federals had sta- 
tioned gunboats in the Mississippi about every five miles and these all had to be passed. 
During the remainder of the night, the challenge from these gunboats was met with signal 
lamps. As they would signal the Webb inquiring as to “What ship goes there”?, Kelly would 
signal them back with something they couldn’t understand, but by the time the Yankees 
figured it out, the Webb was gone! When daylight came, the same ruse was practiced using 
signal flags. Read’s plan was to attempt to pass the forts below New Orleans at night which 
would mean passing the city while it was still daylight. Several times, Read sent a boat 
ashore and had the telegraph wires cut. Unfortunately, and unknown to Read, a message had 
been flashed to New Orleans just minutes before the wires went down that the Webb had 
passed the blockade at the mouth of the Red River. Thus the Yankees had about a three 
hours notice that the Webb was coming. One problem for them, however, was that since she 
passed the blockade at night, they really did not know what she looked like. 

On nearing New Orleans, Read hoisted the Union ensign at half-mast as a ruse. [Presi- 
dent Lincoln had been assassinated only a few days earlier.] He then had his crew don blue 
Federal overcoats over their Confederate uniforms and instructed them to sit casually on 
deck and smoke their pipes or play cards. While the Federal fleet was alerted that the Webb 
was coming they were looking for something that resembled the Virginia or Arkansas not 
the innocent looking “army” transport loaded with troops and cotton that was steaming 
through their midst. By 1:00pm on the 24th, the Webb had passed most of the fleet lying 
north of the city. It was beginning to look as though their deception would take them all the 
way to the Gulf. 

As they entered the harbor of New Orleans, the Webb passed within a stone’s throw of 
the Federal twenty-four gun sloop, Lackawanna. Suddenly, the pilot of the Federal ship, an 
old steamboat man from New Orleans, recognized the Webb and informed his captain. Or- 
ders were shouted and in an instant one of the Lackawanna’s guns fired. The shot struck the 
Webb abreast of the forehatch and passed clean through, four feet from the water line with- 
oul exploding. Read shouted for Kelly to haul down the false colors and hoist the Confeder- 
ate flag. This time, with pine knots and resin burning fiercely in the furnace, the giant paddle 
wheels pounded the Webb forward at over twenty-five knots. The Lackawanna fired again. 
The shot was aimed at the pilot house, but struck a bale of cotton and glanced upward 
passing over the top. A third shot went through the funnel guywires but did no damage. 
Because the Webb was now running abreast of the docks in downtown New Orleans, the 
lederal could not fire for fear of hitting their own ships or innocent people who were lining 
the streets and the levee to watch. The excitement among the citizens thronging the water- 
front was intense. Many were waving their hats and cheering the Webb on. After all these 
long years of occupation, right before their very eyes, a Confederate warship with their 
nation’s sacred banner snapping in the breeze was brazenly steaming right through the midst 
of the hated Yankees. The frenzy spread like fire. Rumor had it that the vessel contained the 
gold and silver of the Confederate Treasury; that President Davis and General E. Kirby 
Smith were on board; and that John Wilkes Booth was at the wheel! | 

Thousands watched in astonished pride as the Webb flew by New Orleans on that bright 
Tuesday afternoon. Her torpedo boom was hauled up al right angles to the bow. Every man 
was at his station, and the engines, under a full head of steam, were working perfectly. Giant 
rooster tails of spray trailed behind her spinning paddle wheels. The Webb’s pointed bow 
parted the muddy Mississippi waters sending white plumes of spray flying far out to either 


IR 0) Ase oA 


4 


Kho 2% 
ENAN 


p 
i 
| 7 
WA i 
© 1 
loatt wv 
j Qi 


Diy 
“yp Nee 
AS he 


PC 


KR 
i 


Riyal ES 

| 4% NA 2 

| af ZW \NLW RIVER 
~J uNe F | 

: ok y 

i 


SENYOLIY, 
OREN : 


T 
Yre 
Stee a, 


v i me 
NZ AIBERVILLE Ve 


A ve 

` Nu 

ONNE CARRE, Ve 
PINS EA: 


z 


= r « 2 
5 ; 


SCALE OF MILES, 


ee am a 


10 


side. High above from her highest peak, Streaming out for 
friend and foe to see, was that beautiful red and white en- 
sign, that sacred Stainless Banner which was the symbol of 
the South’s hope for freedom. Anchored in the harbor was a 
French man-of-war. Speeding past, Read dipped his flag, the 
Frenchman returned the salute. As the Webb neared a Fed- 
eral ship anchored near the main channel Read, thinking it 
was the Federal gunboat Hartford, ordered the torpedo low- 
ered. When it came down, the spar snapped and the torpedo 
swung dangerously around threatening to strike the Webb. 
Orders were shouted and axes flashed in the afternoon sun, 
cutting the lines and allowing the torpedo to sink to the bot- 
tom. It was just as well, for the “gunboat” was the F earnaught, 
a Federal ordnance ship filled with over three hundred bar- 
rels of gun powder, and if she had been struck by the Webb, 
both vessels would have been blown out of the water! 

With New Orleans quickly receding in the background, 
the Webb raced on, but Read now knew that all the Federal 
forces were alerted. The warships and the guns of the forts 
would all be waiting. If only they had cut the telegraph wires 
sooner! Looking back he could see the Federal steamer Hol- 
lyhock trying to catch him. The Hollyhock was a low-bar 
tow boat much like the Webb and almost as fast. Read knew 
he had to stay ahead of her. Twenty-five miles south of the 
cily, with only a few more miles before the forts and then the 
open sea, they rounded a bend in the river, only to find the 
Federal sloop Richmond with twenty-four guns blocking the 
channel. The Webb was slowed and Read called his officers 
logether in front of the pilot house. The narrow channel meant 
they would have to pass immediately under the guns of the 
2ichmond. The forts below her were now alerted, and the 

lollyhock was fast approaching from the north. With sad- 
dened hearts, the officers all agreed that their luck had in- 
deed run out. Read ordered Biggio, who was still at the wheel, 
to run the Webb ashore. Turning to port, Biggio headed for 
the east bank of the river and struck bottom about fifty yards 
out. Life lines were thrown over the bow and a boat was 
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lowered. Lhe crew was ordered to make their way to shore 
as best they could. Meanwhile, Read had ordered the gunner 
to start a fire near the magazine. Once assured that the Webb 
was burning, Read joined his crew on the river bank. Divid- 
ing his men into three groups, they moved inland through 
the swamps far enough to be out of sight but lingered close 
enough to still see the Webb. 

Soon the Hollyhock hove to beside the burnin g Webb and 
altempted to put out the flames with her fire hoses. With the 
fire burning so fiercely, however, this was soon deemed im- 
possible, and she backed away. After a few more minutes, 
with a blinding flash, the Webb exploded. Not wanting to fall 
into the hands of the Yankee cavalry patrolling the area, but 
preferring to surrender to the U.S. Navy, Read and his offic- 
ers, along with some crew members, returned to the river 
bank and hailed the Hollyhock. Sending a boat, they were 
received on board the Hollyhock as prisoners of war, The 
rest of the Webb's crew were captured the following day by 
Union cavalry. Conveyed to New Orleans, Read and his crew 
were marched through the streets of the city like wild ani- 
mals, Much to the chagrin of the escorting Yankees, how- 
ever, the people lined the streets and cheered, ladies waved 
their handkerchiefs and threw flowers in their path. Lieuten- 
ani Read, along with some of his officers, was put on board 
the Federal steamer Florida which soon set sail for New York. 
Arriving there on May 6th, he was later taken to Fort Warren 
in Boston Harbor where he was imprisoned. Finally, on July 
24, 1865, Lieutenant Read was granted his parole and al- 
lowed to return home. 

After the war, Charles Read became a steamboat pilot in 
New Orleans guiding merchant ships to and from the Gulf. 
Many times he must have passed that spot along the river 
bank where the remains of the Webb lay. As he glided past in 
his nameless merchant vessel, his thoughts must have drifted 
back to that sunny Tuesday afternoon in April of 1865, when 
he almost made it! ... Yes, if only those telegraph wires had 
been cut a little sooner! 
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